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FBI NOTES 
SIMILARITIES 
IN BOMBINGS 

• 

Finds Timing Devices 
In 2 Maryland Blasts 
Of Same Type 

By CHARLES WHITEFORD 

{Annapolis Bureau of The Sun ] 

Annapolis, March 18— The tim- 
ing mechanisms that triggered 
the bombs that killed two black 
activists near Bel Air and 
knocked a gaping hole in the 
Cambridge courthouse were ap- 
parently of the same type. 

The similarity was reported 
today to Governor Mandel by J. 
Edgar Hoover, director « of the 
FBI. 

Mr. Mandel declared during 
an impromptu news conference 
that “no conclusion” could be 
drawn at this time from the FBI 
laboratory report that linked the 
two bombings. 

Preliminary Report 
He pointed out that the report 
on the March 22 bombing in 
Cambridge was preliminary, as 
was the report submitted last 
weekend on the March 9 explo- 
sion that demolished the car in 
which Ralph E. Featherstone 
and William H. Payne were rid- 
imr. Both men were killed in- 


stantly. 

Mr. Featherstone was a friend 
of H. Rap Brown, who was about 
to go on trial in Bel Air on 
charges of fomenting a 1967 riot 
in Cambridge. The site of the 
Brown trial was ordered re 
moved today to Eliicott City, 
Howard county. 

( | The FBI telegram on the Cam- 

bridge explosion explained that 
“part of key-wound clock re- 
covered from scene appear to be 
of Westclox manufacture.” 


Key-Wound Clock Parts 

I A March 13 telegram from Mr. 
Hoover on preliminary labora- 
tory results on the Bel Air bomb- 
ing referred to “parts of key- 
wound clock characteristic of 
Westclox manufacture found in 
automobile debris.” 


Both reports disclosed that 
“residues typical of and consist- 
ent with those solid deposits re- 
maining . after detonation of a 
dynamite” were found at the re- 
spective blast scenes. 

The March 13 FBI report said 
the explosive charge which iiled 
the two men was resting on the 
^ floorboards in front of the right, 
front seat of the vehicle. 





Trips To Cuba 

The Cambridge courthouse 
bomb exploded in a second-floor 
women’s lavatory. 

Meanwhile, State Police re- 
leased an intelligence report on 
Mr. Featherstone that said the 
field leader of the National Stu- 
dent Coordinating Committee 
made two trips to Cuba in 1968. 

One, in January, the report 
said, was to attend a cultural 
congress in Havana. In July of 
that year, it added, he went to 
Czechoslovakia, and from there 
to Cuba to take part in the July 
26 anniversary celebration of the 
outbreak of the Castroled revolt. 
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